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According to a report released April 17 by the government's Forest Development Corporation,
130,000 ha. of forest cover are lost every year, and 41% of existing fauna species are in danger of
extinction. Over the past 15 years, 2 million ha. of forest cover have been lost. The high rate of forest
destruction was attributed to wood harvesting for fuel, slash-and-burn farming techniques and
forest fires. Fires alone destroyed 64,568 ha. of forest land in 1991. Deforestation is also underway
in the 525,100 ha. Rio Platano biosphere, declared by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) as a component of humankind's "universal heritage." In addition,
destruction of forest lands has been observed in the 11,594-ha. Lancetilla Park, located on the
Atlantic coast. (Basic data from Xinhua, 04/17/92)
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